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But that relief must be for the millions, not for a
few odd individuals. And if we think in terms of
those millions, what relief does this new Constitution
offer ? I have read its relevant clauses again and again,
ever with a growing astonishment at the audacity of
those who have framed it and thrust it on us, protect-
ing all those who needed no protection, cofirming
their privileged position as exploiters, binding us
hand and foot not to touch them in any way, and
leaving the masses of India to sink deeper in the
quicksands of poverty. We cannot give adequate
relief to the masses within the scope of this Constitu-
tion; that is a demonstrable impossibili}?". We cannot
build any new social structure so long as special privi-
leges and vested interests surround us and suffocate us.
We cannot carry out any policy, political, economic,
social, educational or any other, when the whole exe-
cutive agency and civil service is not subject to our
control, and we may not touch the major part of
the revenues. The ec special powers and respon-
sibilities " of the Governors and the Governor-
General apart, the Act by itself is more than sufficient
to disable any minister.

But we can do some other things. We can take
upon ourselves the odium and responsibility of keeping
the imperialist structure functioning, we can become
indirectly responsible for the repression of our own
comrades, we can take away the initiative from the
masses and tone down their fine temper which we
ourselves have helped in building up. All this may
happen if we follow the path of least resistance and
gradually adapt ourselves to existing conditions. I
do not think that this will, happen for the temper of